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Background

Science – stopped in 2009

Writing – stopped in 2011

From 2014-2015:

Introduced GPS tests

New format for maths tests

Reading tests tweaked



Our views on the tests

◼ Part of picture of assessment

◼ Keep balance of subjects as 

much as possible in Year 6

◼ Prepare pupils well

◼ Practice for secondary

◼ Emphasis on achieving best

◼ Not nothing but not everything!



How are the results of tests 

used?

◼ Schools required to report KS2 

National Curriculum test results in 

Maths, Reading, GPS 

◼ Tracking from KS1 to KS2, KS3 and 

KS4

◼ Used to track progress of individuals 

and cohorts

◼ Judgements of schools



Government View:

◼ The Key Stage 2 National 

Curriculum tests are designed to 

test pupils' knowledge and 

understanding of specific 

elements of the Key Stage 2 

Programmes of Study. They 

provide a snapshot of a pupil's 

attainment at the end of the key 

stage in Maths and English.



Overview of Tests – this year -

Externally marked:

◼ Maths (3 parts)

◼ English Reading

◼ English Grammar, Punctuation and 

Spelling (2 parts)

◼ Examples to view after session



Pupils working above or below 

level of tests:

◼ All children are entered for the tests unless 

working below KS2 level, in which case 

they are teacher-assessed

◼ No higher tests – children are assessed as 

working at greater depth within the 

standard or achieving a high standard –

depends on scaled score

◼ Extra time

◼ Readers



Scaled Scores
A pupil’s scaled score will be based on their raw 
score. The raw score is the total number of marks a 
pupil receives in a test, based on the number of 
questions they answered correctly. The pupil’s raw 
score will be translated into a scaled score using a 
conversion table. 

A pupil who achieves the national standard will 
have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the 
areas assessed by the tests. This will mean that 
they are well placed to succeed in the next phase of 
their education.

The government waits until pupils have taken the 
tests and the tests have been marked before they 
set the national standard and the rest of the scale.

Scaled scores are reported to parents. 100 or above 
is the national standard.



Support for Tests

◼ In-class support – within lessons 

day-to-day

◼ Practice in hall, format, test 

technique



Maths Test Papers
◼ Children will sit three papers in maths:

◼ Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes

◼ Papers 2 and 3: reasoning, 40 minutes per paper

◼ Paper 1 will consist of fixed response questions, where 

children have to give the correct answer to calculations, 

including long multiplication and division.

◼ Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of question types, 

including:

◼ Multiple choice

◼ True or false

◼ Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a 

calculation, drawing a shape or completing a table or 

chart

◼ Less constrained questions, where children will have to 

explain their approach for solving a problem

◼ These questions often require multiple steps in order to 

reach the answer.



Arithmetic Examples



Reasoning Examples



Maths At Home

◼ Recall facts & Times Tables 
(TTRS)

◼ Fluency in number, mental 
maths skills

◼ SATS examples from past 
papers for homework

◼ Testbase questions
◼ Problem solving, puzzles



Reading Paper
◼ The reading test will be a single paper with 

questions based on three passages of text. Your 

child will have one hour, including reading time, 

to complete the test.

◼ There will be a selection of question types, 

including:

◼ Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below 

to show the order in which they happen in the story’

◼ Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of the 

story’

◼ Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that 

suggests what the weather is like in the story’

◼ Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the 

bear eat?’

◼ Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence 

that begins Once upon a time. How does the writer 

increase the tension throughout this paragraph? 

Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer.



Reading Test – how you can 

help

◼ Help your child to skim and scan texts to 

find key words or retrieve information

◼ Ask questions to check understanding or 

why the writer has used that particular 

word?

◼ Discuss how texts often need us to infer or 

deduce information. Look at examples, 

including film.

◼ Read often, as much as you can, wherever 

or whenever you can! Build speed, 

stamina, confidence and fluency. Read 

easy books too. 



Reading Example Questions



More reading examples



More Reading Examples



GPS Paper

◼ The grammar, punctuation and spelling test will 

consist of two parts: a grammar and punctuation 

paper requiring short answers, lasting 45 minutes, 

and a spelling test of 20 words, lasting around 15 

minutes.

◼ The grammar and punctuation test will include two 

sub-types of questions:

◼ Selected response, e.g. ‘Identify the adjectives in 

the sentence below’

◼ Constructed response, e.g. 

‘Correct/complete/rewrite the sentence below,’ or, 

‘The sentence below has an apostrophe missing. 

Explain why it needs an apostrophe.’



HAVE A GO!



HAVE A GO!



HAVE A GO!



English At Home

◼ Spellings – practise spelling lists at 
home; discuss rules; read books.

◼ Handwriting – to support spelling and 
improve presentation in independent 
writing

◼ Writing – read as a writer; look out for 
conjunctions, punctuation examples, 
interesting words; write at home too.

◼ Play word and sentence games at 
home.

◼ Build vocabulary by discussing what 
different words mean – look for 
synonyms in thesaurus.



Teacher Assessment 

Writing and Science are 

Teacher Assessed using set 

criteria

(See handout)



Writing

◼ Range of evidence to support 

Teacher Assessment in books

◼ Interim Descriptors

◼ Need to evidence all in order to be 

assessed as meeting the standard

◼ Importance of work in books over the 

year across all areas of curriculum 

◼ By 27th June 2023
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Writing (2)



Science 

◼ All areas assessed including 
investigation skills

◼ Science vocabulary – very important

◼ Science based in everyday life

◼ Useful websites:

BBC Bitesize

Oak National Academy lessons



Other important points re 
Year 6 Assessment:

◼ Timetable of tests in May: 

◼ Teacher Assessment ongoing over the year

◼ Early nights

◼ Balanced diet

◼ Breakfast in SATS week (usually 8.00am –
further details closer to the time)

◼ SATS camp-out on Friday (after the final 
assessment – further details closer to the 
time)



Thank you for attending and 

for your support

Any questions?


